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Order of Worship
Lighting of the 2nd Advent Candle

Isaiah 40:1-5

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from
the Lord's hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert
a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be
made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of
the Lord has spoken.”

Hymns of Praise
COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS (Hymn #176)
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us, Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s Strength and Consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear Desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart.
Born Thy people to deliver, Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit, Raise us to Thy glorious throne.
O COME, O COME EMMANUEL (Hymn #175)
O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, And order all things far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show, And cause us in her ways to go.
O come, Desire of nations, bind All peoples in one heart and mind.
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
CCLI #224799

Word of Grace

1 Timothy 1:15

Hymn of Response
WHAT CHILD IS THIS? (Hymn #198)
What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ, the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary!
Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here The silent Word is pleading.
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, Come, peasant, king to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Scripture Readings
JOHN 1:1-18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2
He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without
him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light
of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but
came to bear witness about the light.
9

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because
he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has
ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.
REVELATION 19:11-16
11
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a
flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one
knows but himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he
is called is The Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white
and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword
with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will
tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on
his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.

Sermon
I.

“Waiting for the Word of God”
THE FIRST WORD OF CREATION (John 1:1-4; Heb. 1:2-3)
A. The Word of Glory
• Who was F___________ God
• Who has made God F__________ K__________
B. The Word of Power
• T___________ Whom All Things were M________
• B______ Whom All Things are S______________

II.

THE FULL WORD OF GRACE (John 1:14-18)
A. The Word that became Flesh
• Who S___________ all Grace as Our S_____________
B. The Word that Dwelt among us
• Who D_____________ all Grace as Our P__________

III.

THE FINAL WORD OF JUDGMENT (Rev. 19)
A. The Word for His Enemies
• Who will S___________ down the N___________
• …as the K___________ of K___________
B. The Word for His Servants
• Who will bring E______________ J________

IV.

OUR FIRST ADVENT PRAYER (Mark 7:31-37)
Give us E_________ to H_________ the Word
Give us M___________ to S___________ the Word

Hymn of Response
SPEAK, O LORD (Hymn #432)
Speak, O Lord, as we come to You To receive the food of your holy word.
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,
That the light of Christ might be seen today In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us All Your purposes, for Your glory.
Teach us Lord full obedience, Holy reverence, true humility.
Test our thoughts and our attitudes In the radiance of Your purity.
Cause our faith to rise Cause our eyes to see, Your majestic love and authority.
Words of power that can never fail; Let their truth prevail over unbelief.
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us.
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, That will echo down through eternity.
And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; and by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us
Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built And the earth is filled with Your glory.
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Doxology & Dedication of Tithes and Offerings
The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
born of the virgin Mary.
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
on the third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The MSBC Church Covenant
In the presence of God and of men, confessing Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior,
and relying on the help of the Holy Spirit, we joyfully and solemnly covenant with
each other:
•

Habitually to observe secret prayer

•

Devoutly to study the Scriptures and teach them to our children

•

Heartily to sustain the work and worship of the Church

•

Faithfully to observe the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper

•

To walk together in brotherly love and exercise a Christian care and
watchfulness over one another

•

To aid as God shall prosper us in supporting a faithful ministry

•

To seek as we have opportunity to lead others to Jesus Christ

•

To live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world, abstaining
from whatever is unbecoming the Christian profession

Preparing Our Hearts & Receiving the Bread and Cup
Closing Hymn
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING (Hymn #192)
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”
Christ, by highest heven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”
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Benediction

