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Order of Worship
Lighting of Third Advent Candle

Zephaniah 3:14-19

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter
of Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your
enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. On that
day it shall be said to Jerusalem: "Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. The LORD your
God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will
quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing…He will save the lame and gather
the outcast, and he will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.

Hymns of Praise
O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL (Hymn #199)
O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, Glory in the highest;
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory given;
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing.
JOY HAS DAWNED (Hymn #186)
Joy has dawned upon the world, Promised from creation
God's salvation now unfurled, Hope for every nation
Not with fanfares from above, Not with scenes of glory
But a humble gift of love: Jesus born of Mary
Sounds of wonder fill the sky With the songs of angels
As the mighty Prince of Life Shelters in a stable
Hands that set each star in place Shaped the earth in darkness
Cling now to a mother's breast Vulnerable and helpless
Shepherds bow before the Lamb Gazing at the glory
Gifts of men from distant lands Prophesy the story
Gold a King is born today Incense God is with us
Myrrh His death will make a way And by His blood He'll win us
Son of Adam Son of heaven Given as a ransom
Reconciling God and man - Christ our mighty Champion
What a Saviour what a Friend! What a glorious mystery!
Once a babe in Bethlehem, Now the Lord of history
CCLI #224799

Word of Grace

Proverbs 3:5-6

Prayer of Confession
Special Music

Mary, Did You Know?

Scripture Readings
JOHN 1:1-18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2
He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without
him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light
of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but
came to bear witness about the light.
9

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because
he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has
ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.
1 JOHN 1:1-10
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life
— 2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you
the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3 that which we
have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us;
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are
writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
5

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in
him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If
we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
10
If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

Sermon
I.

“Looking to the Light”
THE LIGHT AND THE DARKNESS
A. God is Light (1 John 1:1-10)
• He D____________ and D______________ all that is…
• … G________ and R_________ and T_______ (Eph. 5:9)
B. The World is in Darkness
• D________________ by the D____________ (2 Cor. 4:4)
• DWELLING in DESPAIR (Is. 9:1-2)

II.

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
A. Jesus Exposes our W________… (John 3:19-21)
• All of Our W________________________ (John 8)
• All of our W_________________________ (John 9)
B. Jesus Displays God’s G_________… (John 9:3)
• F_________________ the S______________ (John 8)
• E_________________ the B_____________ (John 9)
C. The Brightest Light (John 12)
• C____________ C________________

III.

OUR SECOND ADVENT PRAYER (Psalm 139:23-24)
S_______________ my H___________
L_________ me to the C___________

Hymn of Response
O HOLY NIGHT (HYMN 194)
O Holy night! The stars are brightly shining. It is the night of our dear Savior's birth
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 'Til He appears and the soul felt its worth
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn
Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born
O night, O Holy night, O night divine!
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming Here come the Wise Men from Orient land
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger In all our trials born to be our friend
He knows our need, to our weakness is no stranger
Behold your King; before Him lowly bend
Behold your King; before Him lowly bend
Truly He taught us to love one another; His law is love and His Gospel is Peace
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother
And in His name, all oppression shall cease
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we. Let all within us Praise His Holy name
Christ is the Lord; O praise His name forever!
His power and glory evermore proclaim
His power and glory evermore proclaim
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Prayers of the Church
Doxology & Dedication of Tithes & Offerings
Closing Hymn
JOY TO THE WORLD (Hymn #181)
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing, And heaven and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns; Let menm their songs emply,
While fields and floods, rocks, hill, and plains repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy,.
No more let sin and sorrow grow, Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove
The glory of His righteousness And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of His love. CCLI #224799

Benediction

