
Risen? Indeed! 
In case you haven’t noticed, there is a new movie that opened last week called Risen. It is the 

story of the resurrection of Jesus Christ told from the perspective of the Roman tribune who 

sealed his tomb. The first half of the movie is well-told and unfolds like a crime scene 

investigation as the tribune tries to figure out what happened to Jesus’ body. The rest of the 

movie is decent, with some truly moving moments and only a few weak spots.  

 

All in all, I enjoyed the movie and especially appreciated two things. First, the resurrection of 

Jesus was treated as an actual historical event, not merely as an inspiring myth or some spiritual 

experience, as some try to purport. (You know the types: “Yes, Jesus is alive…in our hearts.”)  

Second, the evidence for the resurrection is well-portrayed. If indeed Jesus did not rise from the 

dead, it should have been easy for the highly efficient and motivated Roman & Jewish leaders to 

produce his body. 

   

The fact of the resurrection is foundation of Christianity. If Jesus’ body did not rise from the 

dead, then we have been deceived and, of all men, are the most to be pitied. (1 Cor. 15:14-18)  If 

it’s a lie, we would do well to stop the charade and attach ourselves to a more reasonable 

religion. But if the resurrection is true, then Jesus is indeed the Son of the Living God, the only 

Lord and Savior of the world. And you had better heed the Apostle’s warning: Repent and 

believe in Him. Save yourselves from this crooked generation! (Acts 2:38-40) So… is Christ 

indeed risen?  

 

TWO REASONS TO BELIEVE 

In 1 Corinthians 15:3-8, the Apostle Paul lays out two reasons that he is, and we should be, fully 

convinced in the reality of the Resurrection:  

“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:  that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures,  that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 

the Scriptures,  and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.  After that, he appeared to 

more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though 

some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he 

appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.” 

Reason #1: Predictions of the Resurrection in the Scriptures 

Paul first mentions that Christ’s death and resurrection were all in accordance with the Scriptures. By 

this, he means that the Old Testament foretold these events in some detail hundreds of years before 

they took place. There are many prophesies and foreshadowing recorded in the Old Testament, but 

three in particular stand out: Psalms 16 & 22 and Isaiah 53.  

Reason #2: Appearances to the first Christians 

 This seems to be the weightiest argument in Paul’s mind. Note especially that... 

 These witnesses had physical encounters with the risen Christ. (1 John 1:1). They not only 

heard His voice and saw His face, but they touched him and ate with him. Jesus spent 40 days 

with his disciples giving them many convincing proofs that He was alive (Acts 1:3) On 

numerous occasions he encouraged them to touch him and see! (Luke 24:39) 

 Jesus appeared to His disciples on many and various occasions. Paul mentions just six of these 

times in this passage. But we are aware of several others in the Gospels. These appearances 



were to individuals, small groups and even to a large crowd of 500. He appeared indoors and 

outdoors, on a beach, along a road, on a mountain…you get the idea! 

 These witnesses were highly regarded by the people of their time. (Acts 5:13). Paul mentions Peter 

and James by name since these were the two great leaders of the church in Jerusalem. These men 

also placed heavy emphasis on the truth and on speaking only that which is true. (See James 5:12, 

Ephesians 4:15) 

 These witnesses were fully convinced. (Acts 4:18-20) One of the most convincing proofs of the 

resurrection is to consider the deaths of the Eleven Apostles. All underwent extreme forms of 

torture, with 10 of the 11 being executed in some of the most horrific manners imaginable. Their 

deaths were the direct result of their proclamation of this Resurrection. As has been said many 

times before: “People will not die for something they do not believe to be true.”  

Now that’s just a start. If you wish to study this further, here are a few books for your consideration: 

Evidence that Demands a Verdict (by Josh McDowell), Know Why You Believe (by Paul Little) and 

The Case for Christ (by Lee Strobel).   

 

If you wish to follow Christ, you must be fully convinced of His resurrection. Therefore, do not be lazy 

--  and do not be afraid of the truth. Seek answers. As you sincerely investigate this matter, you will 

find that Jesus Christ is risen…indeed! 


