
Fishers of Men 

Evangelism – now that is a loaded word. For most of my Christian experience, it has been a word 

loaded with guilt and fear. I have heard countless sermons from well-intentioned preachers 

compelling me to get out there and share my faith, even in the most awkward of situations. The 

concept was simple:  “People are going to Hell unless you can somehow convince them to accept 

Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.” Talk about pressure! I even watched movies envisioning 

judgment day as the “silent” believers are forced to hear the bewailing cries of their unsaved 

friends being dragged away to damnation – “Why didn’t you tell me?!” 

These sermons had some measure of success. The heavy dose of guilt did push me on a few 

occasions to overcome my shyness and actually confront unsuspecting pagans, albeit with little 

success. But in the end, I actually felt worse for speaking the Gospel in such a forced manner. I 

felt like a telemarketer or a door-to-door salesman trying to convince people to purchase 

something they didn’t really want. There must be a better way! 

Indeed there is. But before we can find it, we have to shake off all the man-made chains of fear 

and guilt and embrace the freedom we have been granted in the Word of God. When we ignore 

the “evangelism experts” and look at what the Scriptures actually teach, even the most 

introverted of us will find renewed energy and joy in this wonderful work. Let’s begin with 

Jesus’s instructions to his first disciples:  

 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 

This is a significant analogy. Those who would preach the Gospel are to be like first century 

fishermen. We are not to be like salesmen, which is the most common analogy today. In fact, 

Paul makes it clear that the slick ways of a salesman are to be fully rejected: “we have renounced 

secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the 

contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in 

the sight of God.” (2 Corinthians 4:2) 

So, what are the ways of the first century fishermen and how should these inform our approach 

to evangelism?  Here are three points for reflection:  

1) To be “fishers of men”, we must live in the world and care about real people in the 

world, but not live like the world. 

This was the first distinguishing mark of a professional fisherman – he lived on the water. 

And yet, while he spends most of his time with the fish, he never dives into the water with 

them. So it is for the Christian: we are to connect with and love the people in this world, yet 

without ever participating in their godlessness. This is a fine but very important distinction: 

Are we being used to pull others out of dark and murky waters or are we being pulled into 

them? (See also Matthew 5:14-16; John 17:15-18; Philippians 2:15-16)  

2) To be “fishers of men”, we must work together so that people can hear and see the 

Gospel more clearly.  

Professional fishermen did not waste their time with rods and reels. They used large nets to 

gather in hundreds of fish at a time. Several men worked together on one boat and sometimes 

several boats together. So it is with evangelism in the church. We are not in competition to 

see who can win the most souls.  



Who can be all things to all people? We all have strengths and weaknesses and we all need 

help. Some of us have a rich understanding of the Gospel message and can explain it clearly, 

while others have an abundance of friends and connections who need to hear that message. 

Meanwhile, some are gracious hosts able to make perfect strangers feel at home. Add to this 

those whose tender hearts listen and comfort, joyful spirits full of encouragement, and those 

fervent in prayer – now we have an unbeatable team! God works through us all as we work 

and pray together for the salvation of the lost. God gets all the glory and we have increasing 

joy in the process. (See also John 13:34-35; 17:23) 

3) To be “fishers of men”, we must understand that “success” is out of our control. 

Fishing is not like most other jobs where the right tools, talent and hard work can guarantee 

success. There are times when the best of fishermen come home empty and the most 

inexperienced have all the luck. It’s sometimes very hard to tell where the fish will be 

feeding.  Likewise, we can never bring someone to the Lord. That’s for the Holy Spirit to do. 

Our job is simply to proclaim the message as clearly and fully as we have opportunity. 

Furthermore, it’s not even our job to create the opportunities, but simply to make the most of 

those presented to us.  

Salvation belongs to the Lord and “no one can come to Christ unless the Father draws him.” 

(John 6:65) Therefore, the first work of evangelism is prayer – asking God to open doors, 

hearts and even our own mouths to accomplish His work. This brings us to the one Scripture 

that speaks most directly to ordinary believers on evangelism:  

Colossians 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for 

us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery 

of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be 

wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your 

conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to 

answer everyone. 

The Lord is not sitting by idly waiting for us to bring in souls. He goes out ahead of us, 

preparing hearts, opening eyes and ears. We don’t need to confront and bang down doors, we 

just need to be ready to give an answer when we are asked, and to do so with clarity, 

gentleness and respect. This comes back to our first two points: when people know that we 

genuinely care about them and they see the love that we have for one another, they will take 

notice. This leads to wonderful opportunities – some may even ask us for the answers we’ve 

been dying to tell them all along! 


