
HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE CHRISTIAN 

I recently received the following question from one of the members of our church: 

With the recent law passed in the state of Indiana causing such a big stir.  Where do we 

at MSBC stand in relation to Christian businesses refusing service to homosexual 

customers?   

I suspect that many Christians have been wrestling with similar questions of how we ought to 

serve and relate to those who identify as homosexuals in our community.  This is particularly 

pressing as we live in a culture that has swiftly embraced homosexuality and same-sex marriage, 

and has become increasingly hostile to those who would voice any criticisms or even 

reservations. 

Let’s begin with the official position of our church, which also happens to be the official position 

of the Southern Baptist Convention. The following passage is from the MSBC Statement of Faith 

(adopted from the Baptist Faith and Message):  

XV. THE CHRISTIAN’S ROLE IN SOCIETY 

In the spirit of Christ, Christians should oppose racism, every form of greed, selfishness, 

and vice, and all forms of sexual immorality, including adultery, homosexuality, and 

pornography. They should work to provide for the orphaned, the needy, the abused, the 

aged, the helpless and the sick. They should speak on behalf of the unborn and contend for 

the sanctity of all human life from conception to natural death.  

As you can see, it is very clear regarding our opposition to homosexuality and sexual immorality 

in general.  There are many professing Christians and even churches in America that have no 

concerns regarding homosexuality or fornication (sex outside of marriage) and some have even 

ordained practicing homosexuals. We understand that public opinion has shifted, but the 

Scriptures remain, and they are clear that this lifestyle is not consistent with Christianity. (1 

Corinthians 6:9-10) Even so, there is an important distinction that we need to make as we discuss 

this issue: 1) How are we to relate to homosexuals as individuals? 2) How are we to handle 

events that appear to promote and/or endorse the homosexual lifestyle? Here are several points 

for consideration: 

How are Christians to relate to homosexuals as individuals? 

1) Homosexuals are men and women made in the image of God. And for that reason, they 

are worthy of love and respect. They have dignity as human beings regardless of their 

behavior or belief. Therefore, we must love them and seek their best, according to the 

great command of Scripture to “love your neighbor as yourself.”  

2) The act of homosexuality is clearly condemned in the Scriptures. It is shameful and 

unnatural for a man to have sex with another man or a woman to have sex with another 

woman. (Romans 1:26-27). There is no getting around this if we believe the Scriptures to 

be true. The Church has held this position for 2000 years and not until very recently has 

this even been debated.  

3) Therefore, those identifying as homosexuals who desire to follow Christ, must (along 

with the rest of us) repent of their sinful lifestyle. This does not mean that they are in sin 

and rebellion if they still experience same-sex attraction, for we all struggle with 



temptation. Indeed, temptation and sin will happen, but they are never to be celebrated by 

the believer. Our sins are only to be mourned and confessed.  

4) Now, with these considerations in mind, we come to the main issue: how should 

Christian businesses treat gay men and women in their communities? The Apostle Paul 

tells us that it is not for us to judge those outside of the church (1 Cor. 5:12). That is, 

there are all kinds of sin and wickedness in the world and it is not our business to pursue 

and discipline unbelievers. In most cases, there is no need to worry about the lifestyle of 

those who frequent our businesses. Auto mechanics, teachers, restaurant owners, 

electricians, etc. are all providing services to people who are in need. They are not 

making any political or religious statements by their actions, they are simply serving their 

fellow man. For example, if there was a man who just broke his leg, should this person’s 

religion or lifestyle make any difference as to whether you bring him to the hospital or 

treat him as a doctor? Absolutely not! It would be sin not to love and serve another 

human being when we have the opportunity.  

How are Christians to handle events promoting homosexuality? 

1) There is an exception where it is appropriate for a Christian to deny service he would 

otherwise provide. That is, when the service is in some way publicly endorsing or 

supporting something that violates his conscience. This is a tricky issue. For example, 

should an electrician refuse service to a strip club? If he is morally opposed to this kind 

of an establishment, it would be appropriate for him to avoid any connection to the 

furtherance of its work even though it cost him good business. However, he could still 

provide service to the homes of those who frequent or are employed by such businesses. 

Likewise, those morally opposed to homosexuality are not wrong to withhold their 

participation in events that are designed to celebrate a sinful behavior (like a same-sex 

marriage ceremony), even though they would do business with a homosexual on most 

other occasions. 

2) But what if the law is forcing us to accommodate such events? This calls for wisdom. In 

some cases, the action we take is generic and is simply a service with no statement of 

endorsement. (The builder of the church building is not publicly endorsing Christianity, 

he’s just doing his job.)  Though we’d prefer not to participate, yet we may decide to do 

so out of respect for the law. However, other times, the action is a public endorsement 

that we must reject no matter the cost. A baker, photographer or caterer, after expressing 

their convictions and preferences on the matter, may decide to provide services if forced 

by the law. Their reasoning may be that they are simply providing a professional service 

and are not making a statement on the rightness or wrongness of the ceremony. This 

seems to be the reasoning of Naaman, the Syrian commander, who believed in the Lord, 

but was forced to provide support for his Master’s idolatry in 2 Kings 5:18-19: 

“May the LORD forgive your servant for this one thing: When my master enters 

the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning on my arm and I bow there 

also-- when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the LORD forgive your 

servant for this."   

"Go in peace," Elisha said.  



However, as a pastor or a member of the wedding party (and even as a guest at the 

ceremony), I am publicly participating in and blessing such a union by my voluntary 

presence. Likewise, a local congregation is giving approval should such things take place 

in their building. These are the moments when trouble cannot be avoided by the 

Christian, but must rather be embraced for the sake of Christ.  

3) Finally, we ought not be too quick to judge other Christians for either being too harsh or 

too cowardly. Those who take a moral stand and suffer the consequences should be 

supported and encouraged by their brothers in Christ and never looked down upon as 

though they were fools. Likewise, those who choose to voice their beliefs but submit to 

the law, should not be condemned as “sell-outs.” (See Romans 14 for this principle in 

action).  

This is by no means an easy issue, but it is good for us to reflect on these matters now before 

they arise…and they most certainly will.  

 

 

For further study, may I recommend these excellent books:  

 

The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert by Rosaria Butterfield.  

This is a beautiful book detailing the journey of a lesbian activist and English professor into the 

Christian faith. It is full of wisdom and very well written. I think I finished this in one sitting. 

 

Is God Anti-Gay?  by Sam Allberry.  

A clear and compassionate discussion of homosexuality from a biblical perspective. Sam is a 

minister who has struggled with same-sex attraction all his life. 

 

Homosexuality and the Christian: A Guide for Parents, Pastors and Friends by Mark Yarhouse.  

This book looks at the latest research and provides some very helpful insights and categories to 

help the believer process what’s going on in our culture.   


