
THE NARROW WAY 

"Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and 

those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and 

those who find it are few. (Matthew 7:13-14) 

Jesus’ call to enter by the narrow and hard way is certainly among his most challenging and 

troubling commands. But what exactly did He mean by it? My grandfather (Ernst “Papa” 

Nausner), who was a missionary and pastor in White Russia in the 30’s, had a fascinating 

reflection on this passage. The following is how my grandmother explained this to my father:   

We once saw a large painting on the wall showing the wide and narrow road, with the 

flames of hell at the end of the wide road and many, many people were casually walking 

on it and at the end of it they were falling into the fire of damnation. In the background 

was the narrow, winding road uphill, and few and far between were people on it. At the 

end of the narrow road shined the Golden City. 

Papa said the painter did not capture the meaning of Christ's words. He took it literally: 

You have to leave everything behind to walk on the narrow road. No luggage or baggage. 

On the wide road you can take anything you want with you because there's plenty of 

room. But the narrow door that leads to life can only be entered alone. Papa said the 

painting presented a wrong interpretation of Christ's words… 

Papa saw in his life that following Christ was that narrow road. One can only follow 

Christ if Christ lives in that person. Paul said, "I live, but not I but Christ who lives in 

me." This means we must go through the crowds. Christ himself walked with the crowds 

and was touched and pushed from all sides. Remember the woman who wanted to touch 

his garment, and Zacchaeus who couldn't get near Him because of the crowd. The road is 

narrow because we have to go through a crowd. 

There’s certainly much more to be said about this passage, but the narrow road through the 

crowd is a helpful correction to this notion of the solitary Christian life.  

It is important to remember that Jesus’ teaching comes at the end of the Sermon of the Mount 

(Matthew 5-7) and is intended to be understood in light of all that he has already taught them. In 

other words, Jesus commands His disciples to enter by the narrow way only after He has 

described that way to them. So, what does that mean for us? According to Jesus, it means… 

 Letting our light (good works) shine before others (5:13-16) 

 Being reconciled to one another before we come to worship (5:21-26) 

 Being faithful in our marriages in body and heart (5:27-32) 

 Being completely honest and trustworthy with one another (5:33-37) 

 Not retaliating, but loving, blessing and praying for those who hate us (5:38-48) 

 Giving to the needy without calling attention to ourselves (6:1-4) 

 Praying with and for one another and forgiving one another (6:5-15) 

 Fasting secretly even in the presence of others (6:16-18) 

 Not being given over to greed and anxiety, but seeking the kingdom of God (6:19-34) 

 Not judging one another, but gently correcting one another (7:1-6) 

 Asking and seeking good things from our Father (7:7-11) 

 In Summary: doing to others what you would have them do to you! (7:12)  



You may have noticed that all of these commands can only be obeyed in the presence of others, 

within relationships…as Papa Nausner said, “through a crowd.” (Even when we go off alone to 

pray, a crowd joins us in our closet as we say “our Father.”) In other words, the Narrow Way is 

NOT the lonely way. It is the Way of Love. It is narrow because it is not natural to the human 

condition. We are naturally selfish, faithless, fearful, and judgmental creatures. But those who 

are led by the Spirit of Christ show the fruit of love and kindness as we interact with one another. 

As Jesus said, “all men will know that you are my disciples by your love for one another.”  

There is so much more to be said about this. And God willing, we will continue this study 

throughout 2017. For now, remember that Jesus Christ came to earth, died and rose again not just 

so we can be forgiven of our sins and go to heaven, but ultimately so that we can be adopted into 

the Family of God and learn the narrow way of the Father, which is perfect love (Eph. 1:4; Matt. 

5:48). Indeed, the way is hard, but we walk it together.  

 


