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REMEMBER THEIR CHAINS! 

Below are just a few of the latest stories coming over the news wire regarding the plight of Christians around 

the world:  

Egypt (June 25) –  A Christian man was convicted and sentenced to 6 years in prison for violating 

Egypt’s blasphemy laws when he “liked” a Christian Facebook post.  

Nigeria (June 1) – More than 100 Islamic militants stormed a church building during morning worship 

and shot over 50 people, killing 27.  

Iran (May 22) – Pastor Saeed Abedini has now endured nearly 2 years of torture in prison for preaching 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. (NOTE: He’s also an American citizen of Iranian descent) 

Sri Lanka (May 11) – A pastor and his family were attacked in their home by a village mob of militant 

Buddhists. 

This is not even the worst of it. These are isolated incidents. In places like Pakistan and North Korea, the 

oppression is unrelenting and systematic. (See www.persecution.net or www.persecution.com for more 

information) Reading these accounts can be overwhelming and downright depressing, especially since there 

seems to be little we can do to help these Christians in their plight. That being the case, wouldn’t it be better to 

just close our eyes and ears and “think happy thoughts?”  This may seem an appealing option, but Hebrews 13:3 

directs us toward a different course:  

Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you 

yourselves were suffering. 

The question now is “why?” Why should we inform ourselves of their plight when the most we can do is 

remember them in prayer? Here are three reasons we would do well to consider: 

#1 Our Prayers Make a Difference  

When the Apostle Paul was in chains for the Gospel, He wrote to the church at Philippi “I know that through 

your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance… (Philippians 1:19) 

That is, the Holy Spirit will minister to him and provide for his deliverance, but He will do it through the 

prayers of God’s people. We see this also in Acts 12 where Peter is freed from prison as a direct answer to the 

prayers of the church. Though we may not see immediate results, we can be assured that God hears the prayers 

of His people, especially as they intercede for the persecuted church. 

#2 Our Remembrance Gives us Courage 

There is also a remarkable benefit to our souls. Paul also says “Because of my chains, most of the brothers in 

the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.” (Phil 1:14) There 

is nothing more inspiring than to witness the faith of those suffering for Christ. To see them stand firm in the 

face of death with an unwavering commitment to Christ. Mariam Ibrahim, a mother in Sudan, was ordered to 

abandon her Christian faith and return to Islam. She said, “I am a Christian” and was sentenced to death. By 

God’s grace and through the prayers of many saints, she has been released and has finally arrived at her new 

home in New Hampshire! We know there will be more challenges, but what a testimony of faith that has 

inspired many to speak the Truth of Christ in hostile settings. 

#3 Our Remembrance Keeps us from Complaining 
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The Suffering church points us again to the Suffering Christ. As we “consider him who endured such opposition 

from sinful men,” we will not grow weary and lose heart. (Heb 12:3) The suffering of Christ and His people 

through all ages puts our suffering in perspective. First, it reminds us that we have not been forsaken by God 

The troubles in this life are normal for the Christian. “For it has been granted to [us] on behalf of Christ not only 

to believe on him, but also to suffer for him, (Philippians 1:29) Second, it helps me see that my troubles and 

frustrations are so small in comparison and there is so much grace that God has given us, even just to live in a 

free nation (at least for the moment).  

So, for their sake and our sake, let us not ever forget their plight. Let us be grateful, be inspired and most of all 

be praying for their faith, deliverance and the spread of the Gospel to the glory of God.  

 

Michael John 
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