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Order of Worship
Call to Worship & Prayer of Praise

Psalm 100

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
Serve the LORD with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!
Know that the LORD, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!
For the LORD is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

Hymn of Praise
JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE (Hymn #13)
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!
All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect Thy rays.
Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee!
Thou art giving and forgiving, Ever blessing, ever blessed,
Wellspring of the joy of living, Ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, All who live in love are Thine;
Teach us how to love each other, Lift us to the joy divine.
AND CAN IT BE (Hymn #250)
And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Savior’s blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain—For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be, That Thou, my God, should die for me?
Amazing love! How can it be, That Thou, my God, should die for me?
He left His Father’s throne above—So free, so infinite His grace—
Emptied Himself of all but love, And bled for Adam’s helpless race:

’Tis mercy all, immense and free, For, O my God, it found out me!
Amazing love! How can it be, That Thou, my God, should die for me?
Long my imprisoned spirit lay, Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray—I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free, I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.
Amazing love! How can it be, That Thou, my God, should die for me?
No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in Him, is mine;
Alive in Him, my living Head, And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach th’ eternal throne, And claim the crown, through Christ my own.
Amazing love! How can it be, That Thou, my God, should die for me?
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Gospel Reading

John 17:1-26

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father,
the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given
him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And
this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you
have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to
do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with
you before the world existed.
“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours
they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know
that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words
that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I
came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for them. I am
not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours.
10
All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep
them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are
one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I
have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that
the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak
in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them
your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am
not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep
them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.
17
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I
have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they
also may be sanctified in truth.
6

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their
word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they
also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that
you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in
20

them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know
that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also,
whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have
given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous
Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you
have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known,
that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

Hymn of Response
BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ABOVE (Hymn #448)
O church, arise and put your armor on; Hear the call of Christ our captain;
For now the weak can say that they are strong - In the strength that God has given.
With shield of faith and belt of truth, We'll stand against the devil's lies;
An army bold whose battle cry is "Love!" Reaching out to those in darkness.
Our call to war, to love the captive soul, But to rage against the captor;
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole, We will fight with faith and valor.
When faced with trials on ev'ry side, We know the outcome is secure,
And Christ will have the prize for which He died— An inheritance of nations.
Come, see the cross where love and mercy meet, As the Son of God is stricken;
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, For the Conqueror has risen!
And as the stone is rolled away, And Christ emerges from the grave,
This vict'ry march continues till the day - Ev'ry eye and heart shall see Him.
So Spirit, come, put strength in ev'ry stride, Give grace for ev'ry hurdle,
That we may run with faith to win the prize - Of a servant good and faithful.
As saints of old still line the way, Retelling triumphs of His grace,
We hear their calls and hunger for the day, When, with Christ, we stand in glory.
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Scripture Readings
GENESIS 1:26-31
26
Then God said, “Let us make man[h] in our image, after our likeness. And let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27

So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold,
I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every
tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth
28

and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything
that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And
God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
GENESIS 2:18-25
18
Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him
a helper fit for him.” 19 Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of
the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he
would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its
name. 20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to
every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 21 So
the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of
his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the LORD God had taken
from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.”
24

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not
ashamed.
HEBREWS 12:12-17
12
Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13 and make
straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be
healed. 14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will
see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of
bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; 16 that no one
is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17 For
you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he
found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.

Sermon
I.

“The Sacred Meaning of Sex”
THE SECULAR USE OF SEX
A. The Purpose of Sex in the World: P______________
B. The Two Secular Requirements: C_________ & S__________

II.

THE SACRED USE OF SEX
A. The Purpose of Sex in the Church
• To C________________ a Marriage (Gen. 2:24-25)
• To C______________ a Spouse (Song of Songs)
• To C______________ a Child (Gen. 1:26-31; 4:1…)
B. The Sacred Requirements of Sex (Gen. 1:26-31; 2:18-25)
• The Man L___________ His F____________ (Sacrifice)
• The Man & Woman B__________ One F_________ (Unity)
• This U__________ bears F__________ (Blessing)

III.

THE SACRED MEANING OF SEX
A. Sex in Christian Marriage is a Sacred Sign…
• …pointing to the N___________ of God (Gen 1:26-28)
• …proclaiming our S_____________ in Christ (Eph. 5:31-32)
B. First Application: Raising Our Standards & Joy (Heb. 12:16)

Hymn of Response
THE COMMUNION HYMN (Hymn #404)
Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, Slain for us: and we remember:
The promise made that all who come in faith…Find forgiveness at the cross.
So we share in this Bread of life, And we drink of His sacrifice,
As a sign of our bonds of peace…Around the table of the King.
The body of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, Torn for you: eat and remember
The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life, Paid the price to make us one.
So we share in this Bread of Life, And we drink of His sacrifice
As a sign of our bonds of love…Around the table of the King.
The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, Shed for you: drink and remember
He drained death’s cup that all may enter in…To receive the life of God.
So we share in this Bread of Life, And we drink of His sacrifice,
As a sign of our bonds of grace…Around the table of the King.
And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond: and to remember
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ as His body here on earth.
As we share in His suffering, we proclaim: Christ will come again!
And we’ll join in the feast of heaven…Around the table of the King.
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Doxology & Dedication of Tithes and Offerings
The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
born of the virgin Mary.
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
on the third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The MSBC Church Covenant
In the presence of God and of men, confessing Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior,
and relying on the help of the Holy Spirit, we joyfully and solemnly covenant with
each other:
•

Habitually to observe secret prayer

•

Devoutly to study the Scriptures and teach them to our children

•

Heartily to sustain the work and worship of the Church

•

Faithfully to observe the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper

•

To walk together in brotherly love and exercise a Christian care and
watchfulness over one another

•

To aid as God shall prosper us in supporting a faithful ministry

•

To seek as we have opportunity to lead others to Jesus Christ

•

To live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world, abstaining
from whatever is unbecoming the Christian profession

Preparing Our Hearts & Receiving the Bread and Cup
Closing Hymn
BLESSED ASSURANCE (Hymn #446)
1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood
This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long
This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long
2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, Visions of rapture now burst on my sight
Angels descending bring from above Echoes of mercy and whispers of love
3. Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blessed
Watching and waiting, looking above, Filled with His goodness, lost in his love
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Benediction

