
THE PRAYER OF FAITH 

“And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith." (Matthew 21:22) 

What do we do with this promise? Whatever I ask in prayer if I just believe? Really? Can I ask for a million 

dollars? Can I ask to never be sick again? Can I ask to become a movie star? Can I, like many preachers of 

prosperity, run away with this verse? You’ve heard their lines:  “Anything you ask will be yours. Healing! 

Financial success! Promotions! You just have to believe! And, of course, you can take the first step of faith by 

giving $100 to our ministry.” But is this really what Jesus means by this promise?  

It is true that faith is powerful and is the key to answered prayer. This is confirmed throughout the Scriptures. 

(See Hebrews 11 for several examples.) Our problem is not that we misunderstand the promise, but that we 

misunderstand faith. We assume that we know what Jesus is talking about when He says “have faith.” To many 

Christians, faith is that good feeling we have…when we feel particularly close to God…when we feel strong 

and confident and particularly religious today. “I’m full of faith today!”  

But Jesus has a very different understanding of what faith is. In the Gospel of Matthew, there are two 

individuals whom Jesus extols for their outstanding faith. You might think it was Peter or John or Mary…No. In 

fact, his disciples and family were typically chastised for their “little faith.” Rather, the greatest examples of 

faith are from the Roman Centurion pleading for his dying servant (Matthew 8:5-13) and the Canaanite Woman 

pleading for her demon-possessed daughter (Matthew 15:21-28). I would encourage you to take a moment and 

read their stories carefully and consider what they have in common and what defines their faith:  

 They both expressed humility in the presence of Christ. As Gentiles, they both believed themselves to be 

completely unworthy of even being in Christ’s presence. The woman even refers to herself as a dog 

looking for crumbs. The Centurion says: “I’m not worthy to have you come into my house.”  

 They both expressed confidence in Jesus to save them. They despaired in themselves, but they believed 

that Jesus was able and willing to help them in their need. They were desperate and had no place else to 

turn. There was no temptation in either of them to look for another solution; they both were fully 

convinced that it is either Jesus or no one! 

 They both expressed love and faithfulness to others. Their fervent requests were not for themselves but 

for those under their care. This is one of the surest signs of faith…our love for one another (John 13:35). 

Therefore, most of our requests will be on behalf of others. The one who has faith experiences the 

pleasures of God Himself in Christ and therefore feels little need for himself. But, rather, longs that 

others might know the love of God in Christ.  

Now, with these examples in mind, we are no longer surprised that our Father in heaven would be pleased to 

give whatever the one who has faith requests. For the one who has faith will always ask for the things that honor 

Jesus Christ and bless others in His name. And if we ask anything that is in some way contrary to His will, our 

Father will be pleased to reveal His will so that we can pray without any doubting (as He did with Jesus in the 

Garden of Gethsemane).  

As a final word to all believers in Jesus Christ, who may be frustrated by a poor and powerless prayer life, may 

I suggest that you take Christ’s promise to heart. Let your first request be that the Father would send His Holy 

Spirit to give you faith in His Son. That He would give you humility and conviction of your own sin and 

desperate need of grace and mercy…that He would give you confidence in His love for you in Christ (who gave 

Himself up for you!)…that He would give you a heart full of love that seeks to meet the needs of others. Only 

when we begin to pray in this kind of faith will Jesus’ promise have any meaning for us.  

 

 


