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Order of Worship
Lighting of Fourth Advent Candle

Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness, on them has light shined. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil... For to us a
child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.

Hymns of Praise
ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (Hymn #184)
Angels we have heard on high Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Come to Bethlehem and see Him Whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
See Him in a manger laid, Whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, While our hearts in love we raise.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM (HYMN 196)
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
For Christ is born of Mary, And gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wondering love
O morning stars together Proclaim the holy birth
And praises sing to God the King, And peace to men on earth.
How silently, how silently, The wondrous gift is given;
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His Heaven.
No ear may hear His coming, But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still, The dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray!
Cast out our sin and enter in, Be born in us to-day.
We hear the Christmas angels, The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel!
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Word of Grace

Colossians 3:14

Prayer of Confession
Special Music

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen

Scripture Readings
JOHN 1:1-18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to
bear witness about the light.
9

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out,
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before
me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For The law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the
only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.
JOHN 5:19-29
19
So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but
only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise.
20
For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works
than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. 21 For as the Father raises the dead and
gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. 22 For the Father judges no one, but
has given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father.
Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. 24 Truly, truly, I say to
you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come
into judgment, but has passed from death to life.
25

“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so
he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to execute
judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming
when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to
the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.

Sermon

“Sending & Receiving the Son”

I. SENDING THE SON
A. How does the Father love the Son? (John 1:1-18; 5:19-29)
• He C____________ All T_________ through the Son
• He G__________ All A_____________ to the Son
• He W_________ All His G___________ by the Son
B. Why does the Father send the Son? (John 3:16-18)
• Because He L___________ the W___________
• In order S________ (not C____________) the World
II. RECEIVING THE SON
A. What does it mean for us to receive? (John 3:16, 5:23-24)
• We H_____________ Jesus as the S________
• We H_____________ His W_________
• We B_____________ in Him and His S___________
B. What is promised us who receive? (John 1:12-13; 5:19-29)
• We are now C______________ of G_________
• We will be R____________ to E____________ L________
C. How do we receive? (John 1:12-13; 3:1-8)
• Not by our S_______ W_____…Only by His S_________
III. OUR THIRD ADVENT PRAYER
To K_______ and A_________ in Christ’s Love Together (Eph 3:14-19; Phil 1:9-11)

Hymn of Response
SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT (HYMN 206)
Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night holy night, Darkness flies, all is light
Shepherds hear the angels sing: “Alleluia! Hail the King!”
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Silent night, holy night, Wondrous star lend thy light
With the angels let us sing: “Alleluia to our King!”
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior is born!
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Prayers of the Church
Doxology & Dedication of Tithes & Offerings
Closing Hymn
GOOD CHRISTIAN MEN REJOICE (Hymn #183)
Good Christian men, rejoice with heart and soul and voice!
Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today!
Man and beast b efore Him bow, And He is in the manger now.
Christ is born today, Christ is born today!
Good Christian men, rejoice with heart and soul and voice!
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this.
He has opened heaven’s door, And man is blest forevermore!
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this!
Good Christian men, rejoice with heart and soul and voice!
Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain His everlasting hall
Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save!
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Benediction

