
IS THIS THE END?  

To no one’s surprise, the Supreme Court has finally declared that same-sex marriage is 

constitutionally protected in all 50 states. This is being heralded as a great victory for civil rights 

in our nation. But we are now left to wonder what this will mean for those who do not endorse 

the homosexual lifestyle, particularly the local churches and other Christian institutions: 1) Will 

we lose our tax-exempt status? 2) Will we be brought up on charges of bigotry and homophobia 

for even discussing the biblical prohibition of homosexuality? 3) Will we be harassed and 

marginalized as “haters” in the public square? 4) Is this a major setback for the Church and the 

progress of the Gospel? Let me take a stab at answering these: 1) possibly…2) maybe…3) of 

course…4) definitely NOT! 

As hostile as this political and cultural climate may feel, we must never fret for Christ has 

promised that He “will build [His] church and the gates of Hell will not overcome it!”(Matthew 

16:18) Meditate on that for a while before you read the latest polls and listen to the pundits.  

Though there is an appearance of defeat and though Christians may suffer violence, the destiny 

of the Church is secured by Jesus Christ, the eternal and almighty Son of God. As such, she will 

never fall like the once great Egyptians or the Assyrians or the Babylonians or the Persians, 

Greeks, Romans, Ottomans, Germans, Russians….or even someday the Americans. Each of 

these Kingdoms was built by men and will perish like men, but we are receiving a Kingdom built 

by God that cannot be shaken! (Heb. 12:28)  

That Christ will build His Church is certain and we can take great comfort in this promise. 

However, for further encouragement and perspective, we would do well to reflect on precisely 

how Christ builds His church and expands His Kingdom. Take a look at these two parables from 

Matthew 13:31-33:    

  

"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his 

field. Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of 

garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its 

branches."  

He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 

took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough." 

Note the common theme: The Kingdom is likened to something that starts off small, nearly 

invisible and which is hidden. Once hidden, it grows and has great and powerful effect over 

everything. Like the mustard seed, the Gospel goes into all the earth (the field) and provides 

comfort and salvation to all the nations (the birds of the air – see Daniel 4). Like the yeast, it is to 

be hidden and spread throughout the world before taking great effect in peoples’ lives.  

The Kingdom of Heaven is NOT at all like the Kingdoms of this world that are big and mighty 

and that impose their agendas through superior force and political intrigue. The Kingdom of God 

grows best when its subjects are the weakest, most vulnerable and least influential (see 1 

Corinthians 1)...when all we have is the Gospel of Salvation in Jesus Christ to proclaim and no 

one and nothing to rely upon except the power of the Holy Spirit...when our good works of love 

take place not in stadiums, but in thousands of secret places. 

So, what does this mean for us? If we go back to the Book of Acts, we see a church that is like 



yeast and mustard seeds and salt: small, hidden, scattered, on the run facing great persecution, 

and yet, thriving in faith and love. In fact, these disciples counted it joy and privilege to suffer 

for Christ…  

Acts 5:41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted 

worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. 

Hebrews 10:34 You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the 

confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and 

lasting possessions. 

Who knows what will happen to us in the coming years? Given the erosion of religious liberty, 

the breakdown of the family and the moral confusion of our children at home along with the 

advance of Islamist extremism and Christian persecution abroad, you may be wondering: “Is this 

the end?”  God only knows his plan for our culture and country. But we must remember it will 

most certainly not be the end of Christ’s Church! Whatever we suffer will only speed the 

progress of the Gospel and the expansion of God’s Kingdom. So, don’t fear for… 

"The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and 

he will reign for ever and ever." (Rev. 11:15)  

  

 


