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Order of Worship
Call to Worship & Prayer of Praise

Psalm 117:1 – 118:4

Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,
The faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Praise the LORD!
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
His steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
Let the house of Aaron say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
Let those who fear the LORD say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”

Hymns of Praise
GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS (Hymn #96)
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see:
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Summer and winter, and sprint-time and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth.
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside

HE KNOWS MY NAME (Hymn #44)
I have a Maker. He formed my heart
Before even time began, My life was in his hands
He knows my name
He knows my every thought
He sees each tear that falls
And He hears me when I call
I have a Father. He calls me His own
He'll never leave me, No matter where I go
He knows my name
He knows my every thought
He sees each tear that falls
And He hears me when I call
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Scripture Reading

Ephesians 5:1-16

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved
us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
3

But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among
you, as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude
joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5 For you may be
sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that
is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no
one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes
upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become partners with them; 8 for at
one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of
light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness,
but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in
secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything
that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
15

Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of
the time, because the days are evil.

Prayer of Confession

Hymn of Reflection
HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR US (Hymn #101)
How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure
That he should give His only son, to make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss, the Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the Chosen One, bring many sons to glory.
Behold the man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice, call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held Him there, until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life, I know that it is finished.
I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no power, no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from His reward, I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart, His wounds have paid my ransom.
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Scripture Readings
MATTHEW 19:1-9
Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and entered the
region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2 And large crowds followed him, and he healed
them there.
And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one's
wife for any cause?” 4 He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from
the beginning made them male and female, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his
father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So
they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not
man separate.” 7 They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a
certificate of divorce and to send her away?” 8 He said to them, “Because of
your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning
it was not so. 9 And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.”
3

HEBREWS 13:1-2
Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though
in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. 4 Let
marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will
judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.

Sermon
I.

“Christian Marriage”

HOW CHRISTIANS DEFINE MARRIAGE
A. Christian Marriage is… (Genesis 2; Malachi 2:14)
• ….Not a S____________ C____________
• …But a S____________ C_____________
B. Christian Marriage is…. (Matthew 19:1-9)
• …a Union of One M_______ and One W_________
• …a Union that is L__________ and F____________
• …a Union that is E____________ and L_____-L______

II.

HOW CHRISTIANS HONOR MARRIAGE
A. By Honoring and Respecting…(Heb. 13:4)
• …the Marriage C______________
• …the Marriage B__________
B. By Striving for and Promoting… (Eph. 5)
• …P____________ and F______________ in the Church

III.

WHY MARRIAGE MATTERS TO CHRISTIANS
A. Because there is a Day of …
• J_____________ for the I______________ (Heb. 13:4)
B. Because there is a Day of…
• S_______________ for the F____________ (Rev. 21)

Hymn of Response
BE THOU MY VISION (Hymn #83)
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true Word; I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son, Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, Thou my inheritance, now and always;
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.
High King of heaven, my victory won, May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
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Prayers of the Church
Doxology & Dedication of Tithes & Offerings
Closing Hymn
PRAISE HIM! PRAISE HIM! (Hymn #149)
Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, our blessed Redeemer!
Sing, O earth, His wonderful love proclaim!
Hail Him! Hail Him! Highest archangels in glory,
Strength and honor give to His holy name!
Like a shepherd, Jesus will guard His children; In His arms He carries them all day long.
Praise Him! Praise Him! Tell of His excellent greatness!
Praise Him! Praise Him! Ever in joyful song!
Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, our blessed Redeemer!
For our sins He suffered and bled and died;
He our Rock, our hope of eternal salvation,
Hail Him! Hail Him! Jesus the crucified.
Sound His praises! Jesus who bore our sorrows,
Love unbounded, wonderful, deep and strong!
Praise Him! Praise Him! Tell of His excellent greatness!
Praise Him! Praise Him! Ever in joyful song!
Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, our blessed Redeemer!
Heavenly portals loud with hosannas ring! Jesus, Savior, reigneth forever and ever;
Crown Him! Crown Him! Prophet and Priest and King!
Christ is coming, over the world victorious; Power and glory unto the Lord belong!
Praise Him! Praise Him! Tell of His excellent greatness!
Praise Him! Praise Him! Ever in joyful song!
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Benediction

